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Conjunction 12 is the third biennial contemporary art festival in Stoke-on-Trent. The
festival involves exhibitions at Staffordshire University, The Potteries Museum & Art
Gallery and AirSpace Gallery, as well as a number of site-responsive artworks in local
pubs and the public realm. The Conjunction team have been very keen to ensure that the
project has a reach and sustainability beyond the main month of the festival, and for that
reason have looked at developing stronger relationships with a wider range of partners
and co-producers, both within the commissions and the outreach programme.

In 2012 the biennial will look at ideas of survival within; the natural world, the economy,
and the art world and will consider the role of conservation, recognition of resources and
grass-roots activity in creating future sustainability. We will cover the ruthless Darwinian
notion of ‘survival of the fittest’ whilst also looking at the often subjective practice of
museum collecting and archiving.

AirSpace Gallery 2nd November to 1st December (Thu - Sat 11-5)

SaBa With Your Mouth

SaBa are Sam Sheffield and
Barry Whittaker. They imagine a
world where nature is
subordinate to the human voice.
Drawing inspiration from
landscape painting and karaoke,
"With Your Mouth" requires the
participant to sing in order to
alter the landscape, while
skewing the gallery into a playful
space of shared experience.

Rich White Mutually
Assured Destruction (or The
Dead Hand)

Drawing on the concept of
Mutually Assured Destruction,
Rich White asks us to consider
what survival would mean when
faced with a global catastrophe
of our own making.

Simon Farid how to fit in

Simon Farid is continuing his
body of research into what
constitutes a human being in our
culture by looking at a new
question for him; how to fit in. An
important question when it
comes to survival, how does one
become invisible within a
system, infiltrate a system? 

Bethan Lloyd Worthington 
The gallery window hosts the results of Bethan’s Potteries Museum and Art Gallery
residency, ‘The Art of Survival and the Ritual Killing of Objects’.

YARDEN
During Conjunction 12 the AirSpace Yarden will undergo a period of research and
development. Creatives with experience of integrating urban growing schemes with art
projects will be invited to advise the AirSpace team on the planning and delivery of the
outdoor space, to become an outdoor exhibiting and creative learning zone, as well as an
inner city retreat space.

The Potteries Museum & Art Gallery

Exhibition The Art of Survival 28th October - 18th November

Museums are full of unusual specimens and fragile artefacts that have often survived by
accident rather than design. Museums also seek to ensure the continuing survival of
these rare and precious items through various forms of conservation, categorisation 
and display.

Residencies 2nd November - 1st December

Bethan Lloyd
Worthington The Art of
Survival and the Ritual Killing
of Objects

In The Art of Survival and the
Ritual Killing of Objects, Bethan
has built on her work with
archaeology, place and sacrifice.
Dealing with the meaning of
contextless objects within the
stores, she uses museological
means of interpretation such as reconstruction, drawing and diorama to resurrect
disconnected artefacts. The work produced during the residency will be on show in the
AirSpace Gallery window.

Shaun Doyle and Mally
Mallinson ‘Artifacts from
the Walter Mitty Archive’

Doyle and Mallinson’s work
invites visitors to hunt for a
series of fakes hidden amongst
the museum’s permanent
collection. An archive guide that
reads like a scene from
Waterhouse’s ‘Billy Liar’
describes the museum’s ‘new

acquisitions’ and explores the validity and context of museum collections in general.

Public Realm 2nd November - 1st December

The Glebe Hotel

(h)edge kelektiv

(h)edge kelektiv’s interest is in
exposing the effect of the
suspension of disbelief in places
that are in between one state
and another. They see
themselves as sceneshifters,
changing elements in the fabric
of spaces during the interval.

Staffordshire University College Road Campus

Tom Stone ‘The
Expedition’

‘The Expedition’ introduces the
world we live in as being very
dangerous indeed. The College
Road Campus of Staffordshire
University will be confronted by
the extremes of the Antarctic
winter in a performance which
surveys the site in detail.
Survival tactics will take you

over hidden crevasses, help you traverse shifting ice fields and help to save a vital last
gasp of air. Please go to the website for tour dates/times and how to book.

Fat Cat Café Bar

Fiona Long ‘Pigeon Scare’ 

Fiona Long explores the Art of
Survival by humorously
examining our ambivalent
relationship with pigeons. Do we
want to scare them away from
our crops and our buildings or
are the pigeons actually scaring
us? Using improvised bush-craft
techniques, her objects and
paintings have a sense of being
survival items yet the inclusion
of manmade materials heightens the unnatural environment in which people and pigeons
now co-exist.

Hanley Park 18th November - 21st December

Andrew Holmes ‘Lych
Gate’

Working with Staff, Friends and
Visitors of Hanley Park, Andrew
Holmes will be creating a
bespoke meeting place/
shelter/sculpture utilising
materials reclaimed from the
demolition sites and waste-
grounds of Stoke-on-Trent over
the past 30 years. The work will

play host to a series of events - music, poetry and walking - organised by The Friends of
Hanley Park, The Creative Communities Unit and PARKLIVE! The events will take place
throughout November and December. Check the Conjunction website for details.

Flaxman Gallery Staffordshire University  

Exhibition Elements of Transition 14th - 21st November
(inside Flaxman building, opposite Film Theatre entrance) 

This exhibition, curated by Bob Catterall, a final year BA Hons Fine Art student at
Staffordshire University explores the changes in community, economy and environment
that lead humanity to new modes of thinking and new practices that are key to the
survival of the human race, and every other species. Presenting the work of Joe Burton,
Emily Charlton, Stacie Davies and Harriet Lewis, the show deals with ideas of safety,
renewal and sustainability, through collections of artefacts, the documentation of popular
cultures and live participatory performances.

Engagement Programme 23rd November - 7th December

Documentary exhibition at AirSpace from 13th - 21st December
A series of events, workshops and exhibitions, led by participatory artist Ivy Wong
(JellyArts), exploring survival with groups, businesses and community organisations
around the city.

Granny’s Attic at Age UK, St John’s Centre, Newcastle Rd, Trent Vale ST4 6QD
An investigation into people’s own private ‘collections’ in the home, exploring the private
histories and narratives that are attached to these objects.

Scouting for Vinyl Cannonball Records and 21st Hartshill Scouts at 7 Pall Mall,
Hanley, ST1 1HP
A camping expedition with a difference - combining the outdoor and survival skills of the
21st Hartshill Scouts, with the appropriation and re-purposing of vinyl records.

Glass Half Full Potteries Pub Preservation Group at The Coachmakers Arms, ST1
3EA; The Unicorn Inn, ST1 1EG, The Congress, ST3 1HJ
Artist Jon Muir, creates a mobile pub which will embark on its own pub-crawl, visiting
some of the historical and at-risk community pubs in the city, and gathering momentum
around the value of these important community spaces en route.

Soup Kitchen NORSACA at COG Centre, Joiners Square, ST1 3EU & Lindsay Annexe,
ST1 4EP
As part of Black History Month and in collaboration with NORSACA and filmmaker James
Capper, this project records the thoughts and perspective of people in Stoke-on-Trent
who are currently undergoing extreme hardship in their lives.

Good Fortune at Bucknall China Restaurant, 44 Werrington Road, Bucknall, ST2 9AF
Photographer Simon Webb, explores the lives and survival skills, of the local Chinese
business community, during this time of economic upheaval.

Artist Soup Kitchens

We have noticed that some of
the best conversations happen
over a good hearty meal, so
during Conjunction 12 artists
and other creative people are
invited to a series of Artist Soup
Kitchens. These are talks and
workshops to explore support
networks, good practice and
sustainability of the arts and
artists in a changing climate.

Each Saturday from 3rd - 24th November a specially themed Soup Kitchen will take
place from 1 - 3pm at AirSpace Gallery. There are limited places to attend - please email
amf@airspacegallery.org to book, stating what date you wish to attend.

Saturday November 3rd  Arts for a Change
Artists working in and with communities or the public often carry out short-term projects.
How can these projects lead to social change? The Creative Communities Unit from
Staffordshire University will lead the session, with special guests who have experience to
share.

If you want to make sure your work makes a real difference or if you are a social activist
who uses creative approaches, this Soup Kitchen is for you.

This week’s soup is Carrot and Ginger.

Saturday November 10th  Confusion of Tongues
How does an artist differentiate her or himself from the seeming Tower of Babel that
constitutes contemporary practice? Is it important to do so to survive as an artist and is it
enough to survive rather than to thrive? Lead by Prof. David Manley, this session
considers how artists can use self-publishing and online media to promote themselves.

This week’s soup is Russian Vegetable.

Saturday November 17th  Creating an Art Market
Artist, and Cave Art Fair Director, Kevin Hunt, will set out his own strategies for the
creation of an artist-led art market. Drawing on his experiences of the art fair world and
organising this summer's first artist-led art fair in Liverpool, Kevin will open out the
question of what an art market might look like for other cities, asking why artists are
waiting for representation rather than representing themselves.

This week’s soup is Tomato and Lentil.

Saturday November 24th  How To Save the World - Environment Matters
Taking the Clipperton Project's aim as a starting point, we will discuss the links that exist
between local and global issues, by energising multidisciplinary practitioners to act as
ambassadors for such issues within their local context. We  hope to explore how social,
environmental and political issues of global relevance can begin to be addressed more
manageably at home. There will also be a screening of ‘Plastic Shores’
www.plasticshoresfilm.com, as part of this week’s soup kitchen.

www.clippertonproject.com

This week’s soup is Potato and Watercress.

Our soup will be enjoyed in specially commissioned, one-off
bowls, created by local ceramic artist Denise O'Sullivan.
Participants in the Soup Kitchen will have the opportunity to
purchase their bowl at the end of the session.

BUCKNALL CHINA
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